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A Sketch of the Hisrokx of HAWKHERST. . 


he - 


Fragments whoſe Size could not ſecure them a general Exemption from the 
eck of Time, which their intrinſic Merit entitled them to ſurvive ; but, havin 
ae gathered up by the Curious, or thrown into Miſcellaneous Collections by 
Bookſellers, they have been recalled into Exiſtence, and by uniting together have 
defended themſelves from Oblivion. Original Pieces have been called in to their 
Aid, and formed a Phalanx that might withſtand every Attack from the Critic to 
the Cheeſemonger, and contributed to the Ornament as well as Value of Libraries. 
With a ſimilar View it is here intended to preſent the Publick with ſome valu- 
able Articles of BarrisH Torocrapny, from printed Books and MSS. One Part 
of this Collection will conſiſt of Re- publications of ſcarce and curious tracts; an- 
other of ſuch MS. Papers as the Editors are chiefly poſſeſſed of, or may receive 
from their friends. 

It is therefore propoſed to publiſh a Number occaſionally, not confined to the 
ſame Price or Quantity of Sheets, not always adorned with Cuts; but paged in 
ſuch a Manner, that the general Articles, or thoſe belonging to the reſpeCtive 
Counties, may form a ſeparate Succeffion, if there ſhould be enough publiſhed, to 

bind in ſuitable Claſſes; and in * it is intended that each Trac ſhall be com- 
pleted in a ſingle Number. | 

Into this Collection all Communications conſiſtent with the Plan will be received 
with T hanks. And as no Correſpondent will be denied the Privilege of contro- 
verting the Opinions of another, 0 none will be denied Admittance without a fair 


and impartial Reaſon. 


4 MONG the various labours of Literary Men, How have always been REM 
r 


*,* This Number contains Two PLATES. . 


Page 17, line 5, for © Eaſtward,” read © Weſtward,” 
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N conformity. to my promiſe in the Gentleman's Magazine, | 
4 Vol. LVII. 864. I. ſend. you a tranſcript of ſome papers IL 
| collected towards furniſhing the parochial hiſtory of Hawkherſt, 
written at various times, and amidſt avocations of a different 5 


nature; I am not conſcious they poſſeſs any other merit khan 5 X 


that of fidelity and accuracy. 5 e Z 
- HAWKHERST is a large village, ſi ituated in the South of Renn, 3 


at 


of Kent, 48 miles from London, by a rivulet which divides that 
| = 8 8 5 „ 
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2 | THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 
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county from Suſſex. It is ſurrounded with the pariſhes of Goud- 
ri Cranbrook, Benenden, and Sandherſt, in Kent; and Bodiam, 
Saleherſt, Etchingham, and Ticeherſt in Suſſex. A very ſmall 
part of this pariſh called Haſelden lies within the county of Suſſex 
and hundred of Shroyſwell (only two houſes and a little land to 
each); the remainder is in Kent, in the bailiwick of. the ſeven 
hundreds ; lathe of Scray, Weſt diviſion of the county, and lower 
_ diviſion of jaltices in that lathe . The pariſh is in the hundreds of 
Great Barnfield and Selbrittenden, with a very ſmall part in the 
hundred of Cranbrook. The hundreds are, according to the antient 
diviſion of Kent, again ſubdivided into boroughs, of which ſo much 
as is in the borough of Hawkherſt, otherwiſe South Borough, or in 
the North Borough, is in the borough of Great Barnfield; what is 
in the Weſt borough, in the hundred of Selbrittenden; ; and the 
reſidue, which is in the borough of Crothall, in the hundred of 
Cranbrook . In the charge f of the tenth and fifteenth, made 
in the 13th of Elizabeth, that part of Hawkherſt ia the hun- 
dred of Barnfield is rated at 3L 188. 4d. and that which is in 
the hundred of Selbrittenden at 5s. 8d.4. the other being ſo 
ſmall has no charge. The borough of Hawkherſt hath a court- 
leer of itſelf, where the borſholder of that borough is choſen, 
and the inhabitants of it owe no ſervice to the court-leet holden 
for the hundred of Great Barnfield, but at that court an inha- 
bitant of this borough may be choſen conſtable of that hun- 
dkred 3. | 

The fubdivition. of hundreds into cithings ſeems to be molt 
peculiarly the invention of Alfred the Great, and is a branch of 
that admirable ſyſtem of government he introduced, and which 
modern refinement but r attempts to E The realm 
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Io being divided. into Wien theſe ſhires ſubdivided into tale as 
in Kent; rapes in Suſſex; trithings or ridings in Yorkſhire; 
theſe again into hundreds, and the hundreds into tithings, com- 
poſed of ten freemen, every bitant of which was ſecurity 
for the good behaviour of Me other, and a man, whoſe credit 
was ſo low that his nW@pbours would not become pledges for 
him, was committed to prifon leſt he ſhould become hurtful to 
the community. In Kent, the diviſion, which in many coun 
ties was called a tithing, is termed, a borow, from the Saxon 
word Borb, which ſignifies a pledge or ſurety, and the chief 
of the pledges a borſholder, or boroughs-ealder, that is, the diſ- 
creeteſt man in the borough, - or Bugs as in cities he Is called 
the ealderman, or alderman. - 
Hawkherſt is indebted, for a peculiarly accurate topographical | 
- deſcription, to Richard Kilburne, eſq. who was a reſident in the 
village at a houſe called Fowlers, and publiſhed a Survey of 
the County in 1659. The ancient ſtate of the place muſt be 
almoſt a tranſcript from his work, with additional obſervations, 
that may ſerve to elucidate his account. 
As he wrote in the time of the Communneakh, is —_ 
ſions on eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction are all in the paſt e and of 
Hawkherſt he ſays, this pariſh was in the deanery of Charing, 
5 and dioceſe of Canterbury. The church ſtands in the hundred 
of Great Barnfield, and was called St. Lawrence. He obſerves, 
that the pariſh-i is very populous, and one of the moſt numerous 
as to inhabitants of any in the county not having a town in it. 
Upon a collection of the number of communicants, in every pa- 
riſh in the county, he ſays, four pariſhes only exceeded it, which 
were Maidſtone, Cranbrook, Feverſham, and Goudherſt, all 
having towns in them. There is no reaſon to believe that the 


ber of inhabitants have decreaſed ſince Mr. Kilburne's ꝓub- 
B 2 cation. 
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Heation, | The number of adults, "ict are, * M pletutdech the 
perſons meant in Eilburnes eftifnate, have been, within theſe 
few years, calculated at 1 300g He complains of the very great 
charge for the maintenance of poor, which was, in the year 
' T1653, £.209 97. 3d. and, in the a 0, only 75. 20. but he 
does not appear to advert to the diff ſyſtem introduced by 
tlie celebrated act of Elizabeth, which totally altered-the ſtate of 
the parochial poor, and Haukherſt might alſo receive a large 
burthen of poor's rate by the decreaſe of the woollen manufactory 
which was brought from Flanders under the patronage of king 
Edward III. and at that time began to decline by a removal into 
other counties. To this ſource the weald of Kent owed much 
of its wealth and proſperity. The old farm? houſes are in the 
. Flemith ſtyle of building, and many of the rooms ſtil! ſhew that 
they have been uſed in the various branches of the manufacture of 
 woollens, Lambard, who wrote in 1570, diſcuſfing the artificers 
of the cbunty, fays, * they be makers of coloured woollen cloths, 
* in which laſt feat they excel, from whom'is- drawn both ſuffi- 
« cient ſtore to furniſh the wear of the beſt ſort of our nation at 
« home, and great plenty to be tranſported t to other foreign coun- 
. tries abroad.? A fem clothiers remained at Cranbrook till the 
beginning of the preſent œntury, and there was one left within 
the taft/ thirty years, but the whole race of manufacturers are 
now extinct. Kentiſh grey is ſtill the county: livery, and, at the 
gegeral electiofi in 1. 790, the three gentlemen ne for the 
candidates were aretha in art uniforth of that colour 
Hawkherſt was 4 dependent on the manor of Wye, and con- 
ſequently became a part of that vaſt eſtate with which William 
the Norman endowed: His abbey of Battel in Suſſex, fourided by 
him for the repoſe of the ſouls of the multitude killed in the 


Lon of 1 2067, hich" ſecured Kit a the ſovereignty of England, 
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EKuberne gives the following attorht. of the tenure; . Moſt of 
tai che lands in this pariſh-are within the liberty of Wye (anciently | 
«belonging to the abbey of B el in Suſſex); and Odo, abbot 
« of 'Battel; and the conve charte date 
2: $.-pranted to the owners of The ſaid lands, by the name of his 
men of Hawkherſt, n their heirs, the ville of Hawkberſt, 
te paying yearly ten pounds, twenty hens, and two hundred 
and fifty eggs, with divers reſtrictions. But, afterwards, De- 
te cember z, T4 Edward I. Henry, abbot of Battel, and the 
ett convent. there; granted to them and their heirs (by the name 
t Gf their tenants of Hawkherft) alt the tenements there which 
it they held of his fee, viz. in-the dens of Hawkherſt, Am- 
6 poldeſſers, Delmynden, .Seffele;: Bertylts, Fiſſendenne, Mark- 
. denne, Frechele, Wyneſte, Wynchenden, Chittenden, Wi- 
3 theringhope, i in houſes, gardens, lands and woods, Plaines, 
©: meadow, and paſtures,” to hold freely and in peace, paying 
10 yearly tei pounds, twenty-five: bens, and two hundred and 
fifty eggs, and reſerved ſuit to his court of Wye from three 
t weeks to three weeks by two men only; and for that the 
„ abbot tbok into his hands Anglingle, which formerly was 
e part of this tenancy; he, by compoſition, abated forty ſhillings 
10 per annum of the ten pounds, and, for the hens and eggs ſo 
is xeſerved, they compounded to pay him yearly eight ſhillings; 
«© and for the ſaid ſuit of court ſix ſhillings and eight-pence; fo 
&© the moneys paid by them ever ſince (to the abbey; and, the 
ſince owners of ef is eight: pounds fourteen ſhillings and 
e po ©, $39 2 ; 
„ And the tenants ſay kept have a three weeks court, 
« called slipmill, otherwiſe Moorhoufe- court, for determination 
&« of matters under forty ſhillings; and accordingly ſach a court 
2 Was in my n, there kept, though now diſcontinued. 
4 RT +... By 
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e They had. alſo power, by the grant laſt before mentioned: ; 
e to have a reeve of their own, and they had at leaſt ones in 
_ & every year a court, which was alſo called by the name afore - 

© ſaid where they did apportifhe rent aforeſaid; payable to 
4 the abbey, and chooſe their reeFe, which court is ſtill there 
ct kept uſually once in the year; abi Eaſter, but for ſixty 
6 years laſt paſt was ſtyled The Court Baron of the Lord; 


_« and there they preſented the alteration of tenancies, and 


« elected two beadles to gather the rent. On the gd of June, 
4 in the 33d yeat of the reign of king Henry VIII. that king 
granted the royalty and rents at Hawkherſt belonging to Wye 
« to Sir John Baker; and on the 20th of March, in the firſt 
« year of the reign of queen Elizabeth, ſhe granted Wye to 
Henry lord Hunſdon. ' Afterwards a a controverſy aroſe be- - ' 
<« tween the tenants: at Hawkherſt and Sir Richard Baker (heir 
4 of the ſaid Sir John) touching the validity of their former 

10 grants; and January 31, in the tenth year of the reign of 
4 queen Elizabeth, the tenants obtained a decree againſt the 
* ſaid Sir Richard for quiet, enjoying their tenements aforeſaid 
© as formerly; and, on Febtuary 18 following, the ſaid Sir 
« Richard releaſed his claim to them, and after ſuits between 
« the heir of the ſaid Sir John, and the heir of the ſaid lord 
Hunſdon, touching the royalties and rent aforeſaid, the ſaid 
« heir of Baker on the f oth of November, in the 17th year of 
« the reign of James I. granted his right in the ſame to the ſaid 
*< heir of the ſaid lord Hunſdon, ſo that now the lord of wy 


« jg owner of the ſaid royalties of rent there.” 

The court thus recited by Kilburne continues to ha a 
a the ſatne form, for the purpoſe. of preſenting alterations 
of tenancies and the choice of reeves, who collect the reſerved 


rent til Paid to the F inch an who are omners of the roy- 
Aty, 2 
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alley, but have no other claim on the property of the from 


holders. 
this right. - 
- The church is's a handſome one building, ada bud in 


is ſtructure to moſt village churches, which may eaſily be 


in the reign of Edward III. 
which: was noticed in Gem. Mag. LVII. p. 864, 6 59, cannot 
ever have been a chapel, as its dimenſions are too ſmall, its ſitu- 


ation preciſely againſt the altar, and no appearance of any roof; 


at 'the time of the 


it has moſt probably been a burial-place, at 


foundation of the church, with which it appears ons * | 


| fone great family of the place. 


-- Kilburn ſays, *The arms of Edward I. and bis Fay are at ; 


„ the top ef the furtheſt of the three North windows. in the 
6 North chapel or chancel there; and the arms of the abbey of 


e Rattel, and of Etchingham, and Paſhley, two ancient fami- 
4 lies then reſiding in che adjoining pariſhes, are in glaſs at the 

6 top of the firſt of the ſaid three windows; and on the great 

<4, Heam at the top of the ſaid chancel was carved the arms of 
_ ©. Congeberſt, a very ancient family in the pariſh.” The name 
of Congeherſt was extinct in the pariſh about the middle of the. 


ſixteenth century, by the marriage of the heireſs into the family 
of Scott, but the houfe ſtill remains, bearing the family name; 


windows of the chapel before- mentioned, were alſo pictures in 
glaſs of twelve men and their wives kneeling, which were im- 
perfect in the time when Kilburne wrote, and have now very 
little remaining. They were traditionally reported to be the 
owners of the twelve dens held of Wye; but he juſtly appre · 
hends that was not the hiſtory of en and that they were 

. twelve 


__ Finch * eſq. is the e een on 


imagined from its having been founded by the abbot of Battel ' 
The building at the Eaſt end, . 


| and the ſite of a former manſion can be pointed out, which 
Was burnt by the Danes at a very early period. In the North 
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5 twelve n inhabitants of the pariſh at the time the > OY 
Was founded; the names he has preſerved are, the Chriſtian 
name of the firſt Robert; the ſecond Joan, the wife of the 
aid Robert, and Simun their ſon, principal founder of the ſaid 
went, third illegible; the fourth Ochigy; the fifth Del. 


been lately defaced and ſpoil 
ſtate of government at that period, a od 
Which the orders Which came from the ſtate were executed. The 
arms of king Edward and his ſons are Kill perfect in theEaſtern- 
. . oſt window of the North chancel; and the artis of - Battel x, 
e, and Paſhley, are in good preſervation. on the Weſt- 


11 Quiris» 


the ſixth Sięſſey; the ſeventh Coctſbdit; the eighth 


797 7 ns 


- Badedrks. the ninth: Bartilt; the other three are not diſcernable, 
It ebenen that the diviſion of the manor into dens was 


the lands held by ſome of theſe ancient families, and 


pe? the others which are not names of dens — there are ſtill 
lands in the pariſſi which bear the names of Ockley, Coctſbott, and 
Radcuat. In the middle window of the great chancel were, ac- 


cording to Kilburne, paintings in glaſs of the good kings of 
Hrael, and of the prophets in their times. Theſe, he recites, had 
&: 3+ conſequence, of the unſettled 

and the irregular m thod in 


f The kneeling figures remain at che top of the mid- 
dle wei z but . have been ſomewhat defaced, and the 

remainder mentioned by Kilburne are totally deſtroyed, except 
ſome ornamented pieces, which it is preſumed ſerved to com- 
plete and fill up the window in the ſpaces between the figures. 
In the South chancel of the church was anciently the image of 
the ae ur. ; and ſeveral OOTY or e were alſo in this 


„ Theſe are 1 0 Haſted, Il. ſb 3. note 3. mi 33 he 
"New 2, 3» à crown, Or. According to biſhop Tanner, they are Gules, a crols, 
On, between two ſwords and two crowns. The'ſwords are pomelled, Or. 

Tue other coat NT * Haſted ! is _ Az. ths Year: de lis, Or. 
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— called the Beam Uügbt, the Paſchal. light, fobns can > e 
- _ St. James light, and St. Lawrence light; and over tze 
North porch of this church is a room, called by Kilburne, the 
treaſury, wherein were repoſited in a cheſt ſeveral antient writings 
concerning the tenants of the twelve dens in and near this pa- 
iſt» in Wye liberty, and concerniag other lands and rights f 
the pariſhioners. . This (cheſt does not now remain 5 this dark 
abode : either ſome village Chatterton has been in earch\far | 
poems of the 1 5th century, or the , pariſhioners have ux 
removed it to a place of greater ſecurity. F 
A modern mahogany ſcreen has been e ted tound; th) altar 
of the church, which, though it is a neKpiece of wofknn- 
| ſhip, does not ſeem much to accord with the gone ſtyle add 
architecture of the-church. 5 
The family of moſt conſequence ir in the place; of the nam 
of Boys, came into the pariſh from the Eaſtern part of the 
county, according to Kilburne, about the year 1571, by pur- V 
chaſe of the ' manſion. of Edward Roberts, whoſe" Laber, _J ohn 
Roberts, was buried at the foot of the reading - deſſ *, with an 
effigy and inſcription of braſs, which laſt, was taken away during | 
the Civil Wars; the ſtone remains, with two elegant figures in 
braſs 1. The engraving of the figures, with the drapery, is per- 
fectly freſh; though from Kilburne's account it has been ſub- 
ject to the wear of feet for two centuries and a half. Beneath 
the principal figures, which are a man and woman with hands | 
raiſed and clzſ) ped in a praying attitude, are two ſeparate groups 
of ſix children in the ſame poſture; thoſe under the female fi- 
gure, from their dreſs and long Hair, are eaſily diſcovered to be 


+ The 1 hs pulpit and ning dc has. been fnce akered, for the 
; gener. l convenience of the church. - - 1 | 
By See the annexed * Rs — C 
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girls, and thoſe under the man, the engraving on which is 
more worn, appear to be boys. Four Saxon ſhields, all on ſepa- 


rate pieces of braſs, form a corre ponding ornament to the fi- 
gures. Many memorials of the interment of the Boys family, 


for the laſt two centuries, are in the South iſle, the firſt of which 


appears to be Richard Boys, 1605 ; and the laſt is a marble 
on a pillar over the family feat in the church, with the fol- 


te 8 inſcri iption : : | 


3 In memory 
of Samuel Boys, eſq. He lieth buried in the 
South porch ; died at Salehurſt in Suſſex, 
29 January, 17 53, aged 71 ; married Jane, one 
of the daughters of Sir Richard Newdigate, of 
| Arbury i in Warwickſhire, Baronet. 42 
And | 
of his eldeſt ſor, Samuel Bays, eſq. | 
„„ who lieth at his right hand. He died 
„ 1 at Hawkherſt 16 May, 1772, aged 66. 
= Ee, | Hie maried Elizabeth, eldeſt daughter and 
I. „ cobeireſs of Thomas Hicks, of Munkield in 1 gent.” | 


=_ In the church are alſo flat ſtones in memory of the families: 
= of Mercer. Auſten, 1610 ; Fire 1668 Woodgate, 1 16803 
= Courthorpe, 1740. „ 

f Before che altar is a mali flame; on a which | Is inſcribed : : 


* Here lies the body of the Rev. Mr. 
Thomas Glover, of this pariſh, vicar, 


who died October 9, 1737, aged 33 years- 
He was nephew to the late Biſhop Spratt.“ 


Richard Kilburne, eſq. author of the Survey, is 8 buried in in 


* — | RY the * chancel, with his daughter Brewer and her ſon; 
1 . | 8 fat 


oF. HAWKHERST. WT 


2 Mat lone over his grave is inſcribed; + 


V 5 4 Hic j jacet Ricardus Kilburne, arm. 
2 ö Qvinquies Principalis Hoſpiti 5 
SGraapulenſis, London; 
Patriæ ornamentum, emolumentum, 
ob. 15 Nov. 1678, æt. 5 


5 In the middle alle, under a plain ſtone, on which i is merely 
inſeribed his name, and the year of his death, 1718, is buried 
Sir Thomas Dunk, knt. a conſiderable benefiiftcr to the pariſh, 85 
An oval marble. tablet has lately been erected, on the orna- 
mental part of which it is ſufficient to obſerve, that it is exe- * 
cuted by the firſt ſtatuary of the age, Bacon. On the upper 
part of the oval is a Bible, open at the firſt page of the New w- 
Teſtament, ſurrounded by rays of light, with the motto running 
through it, God ſaid, © Let there be light, and there was light.“ 


| Ang on a black marble in the centre: - 


Nathaniel Lardner, D. D. 
Drew his firſt and Jateſt breath at-Hall Houſe in this pariſh. - 
| _ - Benevolent as a Gentleman, c „ 
indefatigable as a Scholar, 
exemplary as a W 
Wherever he reſided. . 
His Uſefulneſs was prolonged to his 86th year, 
5 When, | 
Hed eſtabliſhed the Hiſtorical Cred ibility Ne 
of the Records of our common ſalvation, 
without partiality, and beyond reply, 
their promiſes became his eternal inheritance, . 
5 | July 8, 1768. ET ö 
3 From reverence to the memory of his uncle, ps 
'$+.___.©_OD_LU theſe truths were inſcribed by David Tongs I 789. * 
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1 The pariſh hath ſeveral ans belo 
3 uſes, which. are recited on a table fixed in the. church ; ; the 


OE words of Kilburne ire, Henry Parſon, and William his ſonne, 
1 Junij, 22d Edward IV. conveyed to the uſe of the pariſh for 


ever a meſſuage and acre of land, which imeſſuage was BE * 
4 late times called The Church Houfe® and adjojneth to 
depche church-yard; and the rent thereof, and of the land 
Ahereuata, is employed towards reparation of the church, and. 
upon part of the land is erected. an alms-houſe, which istem- 
„ ployed to the uſe of the poor of this pariſh ; and in the cloſe: 
of the aid meſſuage is another houſe uſually called The Sex. 
_ *ren's Houſe, the ſame having been for about ſixty years paſt 
_ <waſed for the habitation of the ſexton of the pariſh, and. theſe: 
0 meſſuages and lands are enjoyed according}y.. Likewiſe Tho- 
2 ladendon, 3. April, 15356, willed feveral meſſuages and 
„lands, lying at and near x place in this pariſh called High Street, 
4 to be for ever employed for pious uſes in that Pariſn; and the 
. ſame being detained from the pariſh ſeverat years, , at lengths. 
Ye upon an inquiſition taken before commiſſioners for charitable 
« uſes, 12 December, 14 king ames, the aforeſaid will and cha- 
44 ritable uſes were found, and the ſaid meſſuages and lands (by 
« thoſe cummiſſioners, 29 April following, decreed to be en- 


. cc joyed and employed accordingly; 5. the truſtees and their man- 


4 ner of employment thereby ſettled, and the ſame are enjoyed 
c accordingly. Alſo Thomas Gibbon, Eg December, t5* Eliz. 
C granted to truſtees for ever an annuity of forty-three ſhillings 


5 5 «and four · pence per annum out of his meſſuage, and three 


66 pieces of land upon Amboldefherſt i in that pariſh, containing 
| 10 ſeven acres, which annuity was purchaſed from him by the 


4e « pariſhioners; to be employed-tc towards the maintenance of the 
. . TT. oe . «* ſaid. 
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J. 1 cl 3 and the! ſame is here and employed 5 


BET 1127: 74 uf 


i] + 1.443 „ x 


A more ſplendid, mod dern venefadtion| is alſo recorded « on i the 


table; In the church; . | 5: ; ; 
Sir Thomas Dunk, Knight, by. bis w vin dated 8 1 1. 187 


01 gave t the ſum 95 20%. to be employed, together with the like 
A ſum of queen 
| ſimple, for the augmentation of the living of the miniſter of this 

4 pariſh, and his ſucreſſors for ever, which x: aid lands were accord- 


&« ingly. purchaſed, and are-ſituate i in Peppermill- lane, and at Del- 


1 475 2 
acco 
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g K > 


4 mynden- Green; he alſo gave the further ſum o of 2000 l. to be 


4 laid gut in building and endowing a ſchool and fix alms-hoyſes 


E 1 2 


ec at Highgate (in this pariſh) ; 3 the ſchool-maſter to receive. 161. 


Anne's, bgunty, 3 in the pürchaſe of land in fee: . 


= * 
WP... 
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4 and ther alms· people 61, per annum; which faid ſchool and 


Richards, eſq, his executor, who, + to make. the building g and 
« endowment more complete, added to the Laid 20001, above 


« der, that a further ſum, not exceeding 2 50 l. ſhould be laid, 
ct out in the purchaſe of lands, the income of which ſhould be, 
„employed 4 to augment the ſalary and penſions payable to the 
4 ſchool- maſter and alms- people; in purſuance. of v which. bequeſt 
the right! honourable George Dunk carl of Halifax, who mar- 


« ried: Anne, the only qaughter and heireſs of the ſaid William 


« D& & — 


Richards, in the year 125 3, did, in conſideration. of the faid | 


= 2 col. (andof. 7 ol. more raiſed by the ſale of timber from Tilden: 


P 7 eſtate, ſettled before on the ſaid charity) convey to the truſtees 


4 of the ſame and their ſucceſſors for ever, a meſſuage and lands 
4 lying near er ne, in the pariſhes of Hawkherſt and 
« + Sandherſt, [1 the; Fear HEL value F of. 161. . by v hich means the 


0 
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<«.6001. of his own money; and. did, moreover, by his' will, or- 


0 falary; | 


4 alms;houſes were accordingly, erected and endowed: by William, : 


„. 


4 Tr HISTORY. Au ANTIQUITTES | 


4 ſalary of the ſchool-maſter was angmented to 2d l. ad e 
3 penſions of the alms- people to 71. each, per annum.“ . 
The ſchool and alms-houſes thus endowed are a plain and 

handſome brick ſtructure, ſituated by the road | fide at Hi gh» 
gate (Sir Thomas in his will having expreſſed a wiſh, that the 
=: - objects of his bounty ſhould rather look for their comfort within 
1 than without the building); and are under che e nul 

reſpectable truſtees. N 
Kilburne complains very heavily of the poor proviſion which 
-was made in his time for the parochial minifter, and gives the 
following account of its ſtate from the diſſolution of the abbey : 

Wh + The abbot of Battel was Patron of the church, and, till the 
I cc diſſolution or ſurrender of that abbey, there was always a 
| 44 rector incumbent, of one of which number, viz. John Crane, 
% monument of braſs, mentioning the ſame, was, till of late 
4 times, upon a fair tomb- ſtone in the great chancel of this 
40 church; and one Henry Simons, at the time of the appropria - 
4c tion herein after - mentioned, was parſon incumbent there; but 
FI 4 Trin. 30 Hen. VIII, the abbey being furrendered to the king, 
n Igth Martij that year granted the patronage and preſenta- 
e tions of the rectory to Charles Brandon duke of Suffolk, and 

« that king, 11 December, 38 of his raigne, granted the par- 

"Mp ſonage to the dean and chapter of Chriſt Church, Oxford, 

VP and. appropriated the ſame thereunto, immediately after the | 

dc death of Simons the incumbent, and appointed, that the ſaid 

44 dean and chapter ſhould preſent an able clarke to the ordinary, 

ho ſhould be named perpetual vicar of this church, and 

« ſhould bear all charges, except reparation of the chancel, and 

— ſhould have a dwelling, 121. tos. 10d. yearly penſion, and 
1 4 ſhould pay the king yearly for his tenths 258. 1 d. and be 
= 7 charged with firſt fruits, which being done without the con- 


ro et 4c ſent a the ſaid duke, and no act done by him that appeareth, no 
| —_ EI ao vicar 
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« vicar was ; endowed, but the, office of curate was ever ſince given. 
« by the ſaid dean and chapter as a donative, and no firſt fruits 
« ʒyere paid, but only I LS. 8d. as a ſtipendiary.“ 
e proceeds to recite, that the dean and chapter granted, 10 reb. 
3 Philip and Mary, to Sir William peter, L. 8 per ann, out of the 
parſonage, for the churchwardens to receive and pay to the vicar; 
and Mr. Edward Godwin, the ſtipendary incumbent, who was ſuſ- 
pended under the ordinance of the Long Parliament, received of 
the dean and chapter 201. per annum. falary, the profits of the 
Eaſter book,. then. of ſome value, ſome rooms in the parſonage 
houſe, called the vicarage- rooms, a ſmall field called the vicarage 
Croft, and the herbage of the church- yard. On his ſuſpenſion, 
the parih was fourteen months without a miniſter, and were 
then obliged to provide one at their own charge. They elected 
Mr. Nicholas Thoroughgood, of New Inn Hall, Oxford, a na- 
tive of the county, and a man of conſiderable learning and emi-- 
nence. The pariſhioners made up his income. 100 l. per ann. 
but, upon obtaining an augmentation from the State of 5ol. per 
ann. their. ſubſcriptions were withdrawn. Mr. Thoroughgood 
continued at. Hawkherſt near ſeven years, and quitted-it becauſe 
he did not chuſe to take the engagement in 1651, which was a: 
declaration of allegiance to the Commonwealth, as eſtabliſhed 
without the king and the lords, an oath that was very generally ; 
- objected to by the Preſbyterian clergy. who had received their 
preferment under the Long Parliament. After this period the. 
augmentation from the State was withdrawn; and at the time of. 
Kilburne's narrative the income, from the decreaſe of value in 
the Eaſter book, was but 241. per ann. At the Reſtoration, it 
may be preſumed, the curacy reverted into its old channel, and 
it appears, that Mr. Ephraim Bothel was ejected from it by the - 


act of Uniformity in 1662. The incumbents of many benefices - 
in 


- 
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. in the veighbourhodd, viz, Cranbrook,” Benenden, Biadenden, 
Goudherſt, Lamberherſt, Horfmanden, Rotvenden, Stapleherſt, 
8 and Tenterden, all adjacent tons and villages, are mentioned in 
Calamy⸗ liſt, as miniſters ſilented by that act; and there is ſtill 


2 conſiderable number of Difſenters 3 in x thoſe Places, [Pkrticularly 


ES In. the parifh of Cranbrook. 


The value of the curacy at t Hawkherſt, with the auginenta- 


relinquiſhing al. other claims. to preferment, and, during the 


x courſe bk. a very long refidence, devoting. the whole of his time 
| to the clerical duty of the place. IN 4 L16 


_ Hawkherſt had anciently a market, by a erat of the Foy of 


upon the green againſt the tiouf of the family of Boys; but it 


23a. in Kilburne's time, 'been long diſcontinued, though there 
- were perſons who remembered the market-croſs 3 and he writes, 
that i in his own recollection a ſmall houſe, called St. Margaret's 5 
Oroſs, was remaining, in which the corn was put which was 


unſold on market-days during the exiſtence of the HTS and 


chat ſome of the ſhops were till ſtanding, 


£7 + fair is yearly held in the pariſh, near ie <tiirch;” on the 
T "oth of Auguſt, St. Lawrence's day, the patron of the church, 
under a grant from king Edward 1. the 5th of March, 1.277, to 
the abbey of Battel, to hold for three days, the vigil, day, and 
morrow of the ſaint; but, as the religious part of the cere- 
monial ceaſed, and fairs were converted to civil purpoſes alone, 


- I | OM 15 | 4 it 


X tions by queen Anne's' bounty, and- Sir Thomas Dunk's bene- 
| faction, has, doubtleſs, increaſed in ſome proportion with the 
wealth and the opulence of the place. Whatever it may at pre- 
Jent be, no- one, who is acquainted with the amiable manners 
| and excellent character of the incumbent, will deem it more 
than adequate to the attachment he has ſhewn the parith in 


k 


£12 Edward L. to the abbey of Battel, which was kept every roeſday 


0 1 H A w K n ' 32.95 3 --: * 
zt has bao for more than a century held on the Saint's day and 
The: following day only. Ft: 
Another fair is entipned by. Kilburne, having been kept o on 

the 14th of February, in a field near the Moor houſe, a large 
houſe ſome time ſince pulled down, a little to the Eaſtward of 
the church, but that fair had, * hen he mublithed, been for | 
an, years diſcontinued. af | | - 
There were antiently five oaths.” which Llllarge alſo ternis 55 
wach- houſes; one at Badcock's Green, called Badcock” s Croſs; - 
another between Highgate - and High- -ſtreet; at- the Weſt. cor- 
ner of the turning to. Shpmill, formerly called Cocks Croſs, 5 
and afterwards 'Philpot's Croſs; a third at Skelcrouch, at the 
turning in the road from Kent bridge to Hawkherſt church, 
called Skelcrouch Croſs; another at. Highgate; ; amd the fifth at 
the Four Trowes, called Fourthrowes, or Pipſden Croſs; which 
two laſt remained when Kilburne wrote. It is eaſy to be appre- 
hended, that a pariſh connected with a religious inſlitution, 
wealthy and important, like. the abbey of Battel, would not be 
deficient in thoſe means which were accuſtomed to exhort to 
piety, in the dark ages of Popery. Such were theſe croſſes. As 
the light of the Reformation had deſtroyed the objects of ſu- 
perſtition, the remains of the ſtructure might be converted into 
watch-houſes, which will account for Kilburne's uſing them as 
ſynonymous phraſes for the ſame building. He mentions alſo a 


45 watch-houſe and beacon in a field near the Fourthrowes, which | 


was one of thoſe erected in the counties of Kent and Suſſex, 
by order of the lord lieutenant, on the alarm of the Spaniſh' Ar- 
mada in 1588. It connected the chain between Tenterden aud 
Brightling, where there were alſo beacons; and the field ap- 


pears well adapted for the purpoſe, as the light might be ſeen 


at ſea Eaſtward, and to the center of the county Weſtward. 
_ That 


F | * * = 
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That part of the pariſh cane Highgate, which : the modern 
roadl-books, followi ing the provincial mode of speech, have termed 
Hyegate, is named from one of the gates which was placed 
there to incloſe the commons belonging to the tenants of Wyez 
and being on a higher hill than the others, the gate and houſes 
acdjoining were called Highgate. Kilburne concludes his ac- 
count with a deſcription of an alteration made by the erection 
of a new bridge in the road from Hawkherft to Hurſt Green, 
by which the ground of the pariſh was apparently taken away, 
but the ſite is only intereſting by a view of the ſpot,. and the 


5 information valuable only as a parochial record. 


Io the work of this accurate topographer is prefixed a print, 
engrayed by T. Croſe , in a ſtyle rather ſuperior to moſt of the 
book engravings of his day, reprefenting him in- his lawyer's 
gown, broad band, ſhort hair, pointed beard and whilkers, in 
is 3 2d year, Sept. 24, 1657; 3 and, as there i is a character in the 
countenance, it is, moſt probably, what it is n. . Vera gies 
Richardi Kilburne, Armigeri.“ 


For the ſtate of the pariſh during nearly a century and a half, 


no reſource is to be had from Kilburne. The weald of Kent and 
Suffex, one of the moſt delightful parts of England, was for a 
long time acceffible to travellers only in the ſummer months, 
from the miſerable ſtate of the roads, which, being naturally 
made on a clayey foil, overſhadowed with wood, and very 


narrow, were ill calculated for any carriage but the common 


waggon of the country, which was in moſt places drawn 
by oxen, and even the horſe- track required a ſtout and active 
beaſt to get on with any thing like expedition. The project of 
turnpikes, though a heavy expence to the country, has ren- 
r the roads (except 1 in very rainy ſeaſons) excellent ; and, by 


= This is probably Thomas Croſs, mentioned in lord Orford's . of 
> Eogravers, p. 50, between Sh and aaa Granger gives it Croſs. 
| the 


— 
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the addition a a ſoft ſtone” of that country, which ſob grinds 
to a ſand, and forms a good mixture with the native clay, 
a great part of the village of. Hawkherſt i is plealingly fituated on 
the ridge of a hill, many of the houſes dommanding on both 
ndes an extent of view from ten to fifteen miles, diverſified by 
innumerable breaks of ground, much woodland, ſmall inclo- 
fares, interſperſed with cottages, and pofſeſſing moſt of the re- 
auiſites of a perfect landſcape, except a large ſtream of water, 
it has been ſought for of late yeats as a very deſirable reſidence. 
Ezford, the manſion of the family of Boys, has a juſt. claim 


of preference in the village. It is a large building near the 


church, with ſomme modern rooms, which, though they add ta 
rhe convenience, do not take from the reſpectability of the an- 
tient ſtructure. The preſent poſſeſſor, Samuel Boys, Eſq. an 
active and uſeful magiſtrate in the counties of Kent and Suſſex, 
ſerved the office of high-ſheriff for the county of Kent in 1782. 
T Theowner of Hawkber/t Place is apportioned i in the largeſt ſum 
of the reſerved rent to the manor of Wye of any of the frecholders 
of Hawkherſt. This houſe Was -anciently in che family of ix, a 
name once of much conſequence in the pariſh, ſince which time 
the eſtate has been in the Peckham family, of tridge in Saleherſt, 
Suſſex; but, that family being now extinct in the male branch, 
it deſcends by marriage to a gentleman of the name of Mickle- 
a The houſe, however, has been unoccupied, except as 
2 farm-houſe, for a long time, and is very much out of repair. 
Hall Houſe, the lands of which lie between the two eſtates 
1 mentioned, was for above two centuries in the family * 
Mercer. Thomas Mercer, the poſſeſſor of the eſtate in 1490, 
left a bequeſt to the altar of Hawkherſt, and for the finding a 
lamp burning in St. Mary's chapel of Hawkherft for twenty years. 
By purchaſe,-in 1662, it came into the poſſeſſion of Nathaniel 
Colly er, elq. formerly. a grocer in London ; and from him to 
| D 2 . his 
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mis grandſon, Dr. Nathaniel. Lardner, whoſe merits, as a writer on I 
- Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory and the Evidences of Chriſtianity, are uni- | 


band, Mr. Joſeph Jennings, who died i in the: Tous IFC} and it . 
is now in the poſſeſſion of his ſon. e .£ RE us 

- Songs, the reſidence of Sir Thomas Punk, is a Gaal; mo- 
den built houſe, in a. retired. part of the pariſh, and conveys 
» idea of the magnificence which has ſince been. attached to 
"ths: name of Dunk by. the addition. of Montague. Sir. Thomas 
Was a native of the pariſh, and acquired a large fortune by the | 
"th of a ſaddler, in Weſtminſter. He left a ſum of money 
amongſt his poor relations, and other perſons. at. Hawkherſt, be- 
| fades the teſtimony of affection to the place of Bis nativity, in the 
endown ent of the ſchool and alms- houſes, which have been 
before · mentioned. The entail of his eſtate devolved upon the 
— davghter et Mr. Richards, his executor, whoſe family was the 
_ firſt} in. the remainder ereated by Sir Thomas's will. T his lady 


marrying the earl of Halifax, and His lordſhip aſſuming the name 


of Dunk, which was the condition upon which the Berkſhire 
eſtates were to be taken, the property at Hawkherſt came into 


the poſſeſſion of lord Halifax, who, when he diſpoſed: of the free- 8 


hold eſtates there, ſtill. retained the fee ſimple ef the manſion- 
houſe, granting a long leaſe, which made it equivalent in value; 
but, Sir Thomas Dunk having annexed the viſitorſhip. of the 
oundation-to-t the poſſeffor of his houſe, it ſtill remains with the 

earl of Sandwich, who married the daughter of lord Halifax. No 
aw appears. in Sir Thomas Dunk Ss will to ablige the poſſeſſor | 
of his fortune to aſſume the trade of. a ſaddler, which from com- 
mon report the publick. ſeem to have. apprehended. Tongs, 
after ſome intermediate chan ges, is now the property of Fre- 
derick . eſq. a gratleenan, een in the India ee by 
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verſally acknowledged. Dr. Lardner, being a ſingle man, leſt 
his property at Hawk herſt to his filtet's s daughter and her huſ- 


5 5 T 0 r = A w K H E K 8 . 
The turupike md leading from Lande to Rye, I; 
9 the Haſtings road at a hamlet called Flimwell, runs through 


-- pariſh, and, winding moſt part of the way for four miles, on 


the firſt entrance, on the South. ſide of the road, is a good brick 
Houle, built by William Gray, a ſmugeler, who died under ſen- 


ID rence pf tranſportation in Newgate. - The exploits and depreda-- 
tions of this gang of banditti is within the memory of many 


. cellent horſes, till at length they became ſo great a nuiſance to 
the country, and ſo very prejudicial to the revenue, that about 


the year 1748 government found itſelf compelled to exerciſe the 
ſtrong hand of power againſt them, and many of them ſuffered 
capitally for offences which richly deſerved the utmoſt . 5 
of the law. By this means the gang was broken, and, though 
SE the contraband trade is ſtill very prevalent on the coaſt of Kent 
and Suſſex, yet the ſmugglers have never preſumed to conduct 

_ themſelves with the violence and outrage they. did before that 
period. Of their expedition to Goudherſt fome account is given 
in Gent. Mag. vol. LV. p. 679. The writer does not mention 
that two of the ſmugglers were killed by the ſpirited exerticns 
of the to:zns-pegple, who defended themſelves in the church. 


. cock's Heath, by. incloſures W plantations has been rendered a 
very pleaſing ſpot. F rom the height of its ſituation it com- 
mands a view, though very diſtant, of the ſea, and is now 
| Property uy 1 ohn Hogarth, ſq. a een returned from 
. India. 
3 mile aber on the ſame ſide of the road, the late John 
Baker, efq q- receiver-general for the county, built a good mo- 


dern brick houſe in the ee of an old FAY one; but Mr. 
| Baker 
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the top of the hill commands the view of it on both ſides. & 


perſons. They travelled i in large bodies, with fire arms and ex- 


| > _ Gray's houſe, which he built on a ſmall common, called Sea- 
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Baker dying it in 1774 his fam: * have not t reſided there for any 
time fince. . 
This part of the village, Sew! its fur i ion, is ted High- 
Areet, and the continuation of the road on the gentle aſcent of 
a ſmall hill is called Highgate, of which Kilburne has explained 
the etymology. At Highgate are the almſhouſes and ſchool 
fonnded by Sir Thomas Dunk, a new houſe built by Mr. R: chard 
Turner, an inn, and ſome other buildings and ſhops, forming a 
ſort of village within itſelf. At a point of the hill, which com- 
mands the beſt proſpect over the adjacent grounds into Suſſex, is 
aaA4dã̃ney houſe erected by Charles Wilkins, eſq. a gentleman whoſe 
1 name is in equal fame and eſteem with the publick for his deep 
= reſearches into Aſiatic literature. When the grounds about his 5 
Hhbhuouſe are laid out in the ſtyle and with the taſte he propoſes, 
2 they will form a plantation of pleaſure-ground, which can 
- ſcarcely be exceeded in ſuch an extent of land. The general view 
J wi.ill alſo be advantaged by plantations which are forming on the 
= - oppoſite fide of the road, about the houſe formerly Kilburne's, 
nov the property of Sir John Brewer Davis, knt. who, from 
his ſecond name, it is preſumed, IS a deſcendant in the female 
|. line from the author of the Survey. dir John reſides at another 
ſeat in the Eaſtern part of the county, but his houſchat Hawk - 
berſt- has lately. received many conſiderable improvements, and 
1 ä may now rank with the moſt convenient and conſiderable in the 
. 1 There are ſome ether gentlemen of conſiderable landed 
3 eſtate reſident in the pariſh, John Dunmole Mercer, eſq. 
Mercer Durant, efq. and John Oſborne, eſd. of Lillieſden ; 
but, except the laſt houſe (which is a new-built one, and the 
. grounds diſpoſed in the modern taſte), there is nothing re- 
markable about their reſidence to render them the ſubject of 
r — 
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The il at Hawkherſt i is ; for the moſt part a clay, which! is ge- 


; | Sally manured for the arable land with lime or marle; but it 


muſt be acknowledged: the improvements of modern agriculture | 
have not made much progreſs, and that farming i in that. country 
is at a low ebb, This ariſes partly from the ſituation, which being 
very hilly, the fields in ſmall incloſures, and much wood in the 


hedge-rows, is ill diſpoſed for corn land. Another reaſon i is the 


facility with which money has been procured by other means: for 
-moſt part of the preſent century, the labouring people could find: - 
employ and profit in the ſmuggling trade; and, fince that has 
been in ſome meaſure checked, the culture py hops has ſucceeded - 
as the ſource of much wealth in the weald of Kent and Suſſex, 
and to this the attention of the farmer is almoſt wholly directed. 
The place is well ſupplied with water, and there are ſome 
chalybeate ſprings, the moſt excellent of which is in a field on 
the Eaſt fide of the lane leading from High- ſtreet to the Wind- 
mill, which * the ne bende as that at Tunbridge 
Wells. 5 
It were unjuſt to quit the account of this — without a 
tribute to the memory of Mr. Thomas Redford, a reſpectable _ 
inhabitant. - He was a man of ſtrong natural underſtanding, and 
had by conſtant application acquired much knowledge; as the 
information he poſſeſſed, however, was all his own attainment, 
he had often formed ſentiments that were peculiar, and which 
increaſed acquaintance with ſcience, and commerce with the 
world, ſometimes: compelled him to alter. | 
He was for many years aſſiſtant to the Receiver-Ge nag of 
the county; and his unceaſing. punctuality and ſtrict integrity 
recommended him to be agent for ſeveral noblemen and gentle- 
men who had eſtates in the neighbourhood, and who did not 


reſide; in this capacity his letters were always well written, and 
a proof 


* 


— 


* 
a q 
E } 
4 
, 
* 
: 
! 
1 1 
c 

! 
—_ 
ö 
t 

: * 


m10r 08:5 0 


o - : 4 ad”, 
% 
- 


a proof how much ſuperior native good ſenſe is to unmeaning / 


* - - 


_ civility i para. . N eee 


He was occaſionally an anonymous writer in tbe Gentlemans 

Magazine, and his ſtyle and character are ſuficiently marked to 

- thoſe who were - acquainted with bim. A Diſquiſition on 
Spiders darting their Webs was one of his ſubjects of contro- 

verſy *, in which; like many theoriſts, he maintained: the i im- 

ſibility of the fact till experience had convinced him of the 


> 


Auer of his principle. 2 177 Ker r 
Ile died, aſter a long and pain ful illneſs, October 1 774, at 


0 ; -.} - 


age of 67. i £ £4 4TH 
Such a man was truly the ornament of his nafive village. | 
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